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Curzon *s committee at Simla. Since then, through
the efforts of the late Sir Ashutosh Mukerjee, a
Chair of Indian Fine Art has been created.
As regards the government schools of art,
originally established to bring the fine arts of the
West to the benighted East, the European direc-
tors do not now affect to despise Indian art:
they profess to admire it, but attempt to justify
their position as teachers by the argument that
there are certain fundamental principles common
to the art of all countries, which the traditional
artists of India do not understand and cannot
teach, and therefore the renaissance of art in
India must be effected by leading Indian students
to the faithful study of nature, through the
paraphernalia and technique of modem European
academies.
Now if Europe and Asia had both failed to
produce the highest art before this academic
system was evolved; if modem universities
created poets and modem ateliers created artists,
there might be some logic in the argument,
But this is not the case. Poets sometimes emerge
alive from the university mill; artists occasionally
pass through academic orarses of instroctioii
without complete atrophy of their imaginative
faculties. But no one can maintain that owing to
this academic system modem European literature
and art stand higher than they did in pre-ReaaJS-
sauce days.